. Human infection occurs chiefly in the "gaveurs des pigeons" of Paris, or in those exposed to moldy flour. The disease is commonly found in fowls which have been given moldy straw for bedding, or which are confined to pens with decaying vegetation. Nearly all the infected gulls were in the second or third-year plumage. Gulls of this age spend the summer in Boston Harbor, feeding at garbage dumps and serving as general scavengers along the shore. Workmen at the airport stated that flocks of gulls spent the night in the grass; this statement was confirmed by the abundant feathers and droppings among the grasses and around the pools. Thus it is possible that the birds had been exposed to decaying vegetation for several months, both at their feeding place and at night.
